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If you pour yourself out for the hungry 
and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, 

then shall your light rise in the darkness 
and your gloom be as the noonday. 

And the Lord will guide you continually 
and satisfy your desire in scorched places 

and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 

like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. 
And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

the restorer of streets to dwell in.

Isaiah 58:10–12





As a congregation, we are committed to connecting people to Jesus who is 
bringing wholeness to the city. One of the ways we do this is through mercy 
ministry. Redeemer’s Deacon team is divided into five specific committees that 
focus on facilitating and equipping our church in mercy ministry through acts of 
service, mercy, and justice. 

Service and Mercy
Ministry to widows, elderly, and sick; meal ministry; visitation ministry; 

ministry to families involved in foster and respite care; food, clothing, and 
resource donations

Outreach and Justice
Racial reconciliation, prison and re-entry ministry, outreach to the 

homeless, immigrants and refugees, and grants for community 
development 

Finance and Counseling
Financial counseling and assistance, grants for foster care and adoption, 

and grants for individual crisis and development situations

New Star
Tutoring and mentoring children at 16 Park apartment community

Executive Team
Church-wide mercy ministry education and administration

 
As we learn together from Scripture about God’s boundless mercy, we pray that 
we will have eyes to see where God is at work, hearts open to the needs around 
us, and hands ready to serve through tangible acts of mercy. 

This booklet will act as a guide for the month of October, and as a resource for 
mercy ministry the rest of the year.

1



W E E K  1 :  C O M M U N I T I E S            

D A Y  1  :  W H Y  D O  W E  D O  M E R C Y  M I N I S T R Y ?

Mercy ministry isn’t just something we include in the budget and 
entrust to a few people on the deacon team. As Christians, we are all 
called to show mercy to others because God showed mercy to us. 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 

saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2: 4–10

Understanding God’s love and mercy inspires us to look for ways to 
reflect him tangibly to other people.

“Do you remember the band of orphans. In Oliver Twist? Their 
poverty drove them into the streets to take what they could get 

from others. God is calling us to do the opposite. We are orphans 
whom God has made sons and daughters, paupers whom God 
has make princes and princesses. Our newfound wealth should 

drive us into the streets to give what we have to others.” 

Chris Sicks, Tangible, page 106
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Think
• How do you show mercy in your home, workplace, neighborhood, 

and city?

• Read Ephesians 2:4-10 and think about the depth of love and 
mercy God has shown to you through Jesus’ sacrifice on your 
behalf.

• How does God’s love and mercy motivate you to show love and 
mercy to others?

Pray
• That the Holy Spirit would convict your heart—and the hearts of 

our whole congregation—with the depth and richness of God’s 
love and mercy.

• That we would be a church known for our love and mercy.

• For the people you interact with regularly: that God would show 
you their need—for Gospel hope and tangible acts of love and 
mercy.

Engage
• If you’re not already a part of one, consider joining a community 

group.

• This month, our congregation will study what it looks like to put 
love and mercy into action. If you’re part of a community group, 
you might be reading Tangible: Making God Known Through 
Deeds of Mercy and Words of Truth by Chris Sicks. Not part of a 
group right now? We’d still love for Redeemer to read this book! 
Contact Amanda Edgell at amanda@redeemindy.com to get a 
copy.

• How well do you know your neighbors? Make a plan to find out 
the names of the people who live in the eight closest houses or 
apartments surrounding yours.
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W E E K  1 :  C O M M U N I T I E S            

D A Y  2  :  W H O  S H O U L D  D O  M E R C Y  M I N I S T R Y ?

It seems like an easy question with an easy answer. Who should 
do mercy ministry? After reading Ephesians 2:4–10 yesterday, we 
confidently answer, “Everyone.” 

But do our daily lives really reflect that? When Jesus was asked about 
priorities, he only had two requirements:

And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with 
one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, 

“Which commandment is the most important of all?”

Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear O Israel: The 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 
greater than these.”

Mark 12:28–31

Most of us have some calendar disconnect between what we affirm 
and how we spend our time. Putting God and our neighbors first is 
pretty countercultural in our individualistic age. But what would it look 
like for us to reorder our lives around love and mercy?

“Suburban isolationism can thrive just as well in the city as it 
does in the suburbs. The cocooning effect of shutting oneself off 

from neighbors can separate us just as surely in a city row house. 
High board fences, lack of interaction with next door neighbors, 
pulling the blinds—these are the messages of individualists who 

value privacy and control over community and interdependency. 
Involvement and engagement are the operative words for those 
committed to community development in their neighborhood. 

This does not mean that we relinquish all control over our 
schedules and family lives. It does imply, however, that we go 

out of our way to be interactive, interested neighbors and accept 
as normal the unexpected (and often disruptive) intrusions of 

others into our daily lives.” 

John M. Perkins, Restoring At-Risk Communities, p. 894



Think
• What does your calendar reveal about your priorities?

• Read Mark 12:28–31 and think about what it might look like to 
love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and what it 
might mean to love your neighbors as yourself.

• How does loving God whole-heartedly lead us to love our 
neighbors whole-heartedly?

Pray
• That we would love God unreservedly so that we can love our 

neighbors radically.

• For the neighbors you know and those that you haven’t met yet.

• That God would give us open eyes and open space on our 
calendars to love our neighbors tangibly.

Engage
• If your neighborhood does block parties, barbecues, or hangs out 

in front yards or common spaces, be available. Take walks, start 
conversations, invite people over.

• Talk with your community group about ways to build community 
in your neighborhood.
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W E E K  1 :  C O M M U N I T I E S            

D A Y  3  :  W H E R E  S H O U L D  W E  D O  M E R C Y 
  M I N I S T R Y ?

Sometimes we’re tempted to think of mercy as an “out there” issue. 
We’re moved by needs overseas, where people need clean water, 
rescue from slavery, and relief from hunger. We give to international 
organizations and take trips to other cities and countries to do works 
of mercy. 

These are great impulses, and certainly God is at work around the 
world. We can (and should!) pray, give, and serve with a global focus. 
And yet, that should never come at the expense of our own city, where 
people need love and mercy in neighborhoods all around us.

But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 

your welfare.

Jeremiah 29:7

By all means, be a person of conviction and action on global issues. 
But also dig in right here, where God has called you to live and work 
and bring flourishing.

“Mercy ministry is an opportunity for Christian churches to 
take the Gospel to those most in need, provide the marginalized 

and oppressed an alternative community centered on Jesus, 
and show the transformative power of the Gospel to the 

watching world. Moreover, responding to social injustice in 
our communities is a way the church can practice the charge 

of Jeremiah 29:7 for God’s people to seek the welfare of the 
cities where God has placed us, and to obey the call of James 

to practice pure religion (James 1:27) by caring for the most 
vulnerable.” 

Chris Sicks, Tangible, page 10–11
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Think
• Read Jeremiah 29:7 and James 1:27. How do these verses inform 

each other and the way we pursue mercy ministry? 

• How can you balance supporting and engaging in mercy work in 
your own city and neighborhood with the important work that also 
happens nationally and internationally?

Pray
• For people in our city who live in poverty (of resources and of 

spirit).

• For people in our city who are isolated, lonely, and unconnected.

• That God would give you a heart for mercy both locally and 
globally.

Engage
• Dig in to some of the resources listed in this booklet: books, 

websites, and local organizations.

• Start collecting items for Redeemer’s Operation Christmas Child 
gift boxes (an international mercy ministry) and SweetWater 
birthday bags (a local outreach to children in crisis). Items to 
collect include:

unwrapped toys
new clothing

personal hygiene items
school supplies

crafts 
games

birthday gift bags
birthday wrapping paper

birthday cake mix
tubs of frosting

birthday candles
$20 Walmart gift cards

• Look around at the needs of your neighborhood, and notice where 
God is already at work. How could you join in?

• What ministries already reach out to people in your 
neighborhood? How can you help?
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W E E K  2 :  O U T R E A C H  A N D  J U S T I C E            

D A Y  1  :  W H A T  D O E S  I T  L O O K  L I K E 
  T O  P U R S U E  J U S T I C E ?

When you think about mercy ministry, does justice immediately spring 
to mind? In more than 2,000 instances in Scripture, God tells us how 
important justice is to him, and the work he calls us to do.

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

your God?

Micah 6:8

In our broken world, acts of mercy often answer needs created by injustice. 
As Christians, we care about justice because our God cares about justice 
and promises to deliver it. Because our identity is secure in Christ, we can 
push back against injustice—even when that goes against cultural norms.

“The color of our skin doesn’t enhance or modify our identity in 
Christ. Our identity is not derived from our ethnicity, class, or ability. 
Our identity is derived from the Father and his name. Hallowing his 

name is related to my relationship with my fellow Christians.” 

Lance Lewis, Heal Us Emmanuel, page 262
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Think
• How does Micah 6:8 connect mercy, justice, and following God? 

• How can our desperate dependence on Jesus help us to think 
through justice and outreach in our city?

• How might pursuing justice be part of mercy ministry in our time 
and place?

Pray
• That God would bring justice to our city: in our courts and laws, 

our systems and structures, our culture and preferences, and in 
our hearts.

• Pray for local, city, state and federal representatives and leaders.

Engage
• Use the resources listed at the back of this booklet to dig deeper 

into major issues of injustice.

• Contact Redeemer’s outreach and justice committee [deacons@
redeemindy.org] to plug in and share ideas.
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W E E K  2 :  O U T R E A C H  A N D  J U S T I C E            

D A Y  2  :  W H A T  W O U L D  I T  L O O K  L I K E 
  F O R  R E D E E M E R  T O  E N G A G E  I N  R A C I A L 
  R E C O N C I L I A T I O N ?

Our city, country, and even our denomination have been deeply 
damaged and divided by a history of racism and injustice that finds no 
basis in Scripture.

But let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and 
knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, 
justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I 

delight, declares the Lord.

Jeremiah 9:24

If we want to join Jesus in bringing wholeness to the city, racial 
reconciliation is an obvious piece of that work. But, as a congregation, 
we struggle with this. What would it look like for Redeemer to engage 
in racial reconciliation? God has placed this issue on many of our 
hearts, and we’re actively praying about and searching for ways to dig 
in.

“Educated, sacrificial, realistic efforts made in faith 
across racial lines can help us together move toward a 

more just, equitable, and peaceful society. And that is a 
purpose well worth striving toward.” 

Michael Emerson & Christian Smith, 
Divided By Faith, page 172

10



Think
• What does Jeremiah 9:24 show us about God’s heart for justice?

• What might racial reconciliation look like in our context?

• How are you uniquely equipped to bring justice and reconciliation 
to our city?

Pray
• For God to stir our hearts with a passion for justice and 

reconciliation.

• For leading in tangible ways our congregation can work toward 
racial reconciliation.

Engage
• Dig deeper on this issue with some of the resources listed at the 

back of this booklet.

• Get in touch with the outreach and justice committee to engage 
with Redeemer’s ongoing conversation about racial reconciliation. 
We want to get your input and welcome all ideas and dialogue on 
this issue.
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W E E K  2 :  O U T R E A C H  A N D  J U S T I C E            

D A Y  3  :  H O W  C A N  W E  S H O W  M E R C Y  T O
  P R I S O N E R S  A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S ?

The American criminal justice system is complicated and, in many 
ways, broken. It works for some of us better than for others. As 
Christians, we’re called to show mercy to prisoners, which includes 
people currently incarcerated and their families, as well as those 
navigating the complexities of re-entry after they are released.

Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison 
with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also 

are in the body.

Hebrews 13:3

In our city, there is ample opportunity for doing ministry in prisons. 
For many of us, though, our day-to-day lives offer more chances 
to show mercy to people who have completed their sentences and 
struggle to find work and meet the many requirements of the re-entry 
process. Our attitudes and willingness to help should reflect the love 
and mercy shown to us when we least deserved it.

“But today, our self-righteousness, our fear, and our anger 
have caused even the Christians to hurl stones at the people 
who fall down, even when we know we should forgive or show 

compassion.” 

Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy, page 309
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Think
• How does Hebrews 13:3 show us how God views prisoners?

• What attitudes and fears hold us back from prison and re-entry 
ministry?

• How do the complexities of the justice system impact individuals 
and families in your neighborhood?

Pray
• For people from our city who are in prison, or were recently 

released, and their families.

• For women released from prison, who often find re-entry more 
difficult due to family responsibilities and lack of available jobs 
and resources.

• For judges, public defenders, lawmakers, and law enforcement 
officers in our city to have wisdom, discernment, and mercy in 
their daily work.

Engage
• Dig deeper into criminal justice issues using the resources listed 

in the back of this booklet.

• Engage with Brookside Community Church’s re-entry program. 
[www.bccindy.org]

• If you have a legal background, connect with the Neighborhood 
Christian Legal Clinic’s programs for representing low-income 
people in court and expunging criminal records.   
[www.nclegalclinic.org]

• Consider ways you might use your influence to help former 
prisoners find work so they can support their families.
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W E E K  3 :  S E R V I C E  A N D  M E R C Y            

D A Y  1  :  W H A T  D O E S  M E R C Y  M I N I S T R Y  L O O K 
  L I K E  I N  M Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D ?

Wherever you live—city or suburb, house or apartment, alone or with 
family or roommates—you live in proximity to people who struggle. 
Our circumstances may be different, but we all go through times of 
need, fear, guilt, and loneliness.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us is all 
our afflictions, so that we may be able to comfort those who are 
in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are 

comforted by God.

2 Corinthians 1: 3–4

At Redeemer, we talk about our desperate dependence on Jesus, 
and our commitment to connecting people to Jesus who is bringing 
wholeness to the city. One of the ways we live out that vision is 
through cultivating meaningful relationships in community.

“Don’t be guilty of drive-by evangelism. Slow down. Stop. Love. 
Listen. Use more than words. Embody the love and compassion 

you speak of, and your words will be far more credible. God loves 
to use his people to address both physical and spiritual needs—

just as he always has.” 

Chris Sicks, Tangible, page 33

As we connect with our neighbors, we see the needs and how God is 
at work. We open our hearts, homes, and schedules to show God’s love 
and mercy to our communities.

“This means that we can ask to see what God is doing in our 
neighborhood, our workplace, our church, school or city. Instead 
of feeling the need to respond to every need that presents itself, 
we can ask to be shown what the Holy Spirit is already doing in 

our context. Then we join and participate in what God is already 
doing, instead of creating the human agendas that so often lead 

to burnout and despair.” 

Brenda Salter McNeil, Roadmap to Reconciliation, page 88
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Think
• What needs do you see in your neighborhood? How might 

slowing down and digging deeper with your neighbors give you 
more insight?

• Read 2 Corinthians 1:3–4. How has God comforted you—currently 
and in the past? How might you pass that comfort on to others? 

Pray
• For your neighbors: that God would give you insight into their 

needs and open your eyes to ways you can offer tangible comfort 
and mercy in your neighborhood.

• That God would be at work in your building, on your street, and in 
our city.

Engage
• Visit elderly, sick, or recovering people in your neighborhood.

• Bring a meal to a family with a new baby or new foster or adopted 
child.

• Invite a single neighbor over for coffee or a meal.
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W E E K  3 :  S E R V I C E  A N D  M E R C Y            

D A Y  2  :  H O W  C A N  W E  S H O W  M E R C Y  T O  P E O P L E 
  W H O  A R E  S U F F E R I N G  O R  L O N E L Y ?

A significant part of our calling to mercy ministry involves serving 
widows, orphans, and people in need. Sometimes that looks like 
providing relief through material resources and hot meals. Sometimes 
it’s the ministry of sitting with someone in pain or walking with 
someone on the hard path of recovery. Poverty, loss, illness, and 
suffering are part of our fallen world, but God promises comfort, and 
he often uses his people to provide it.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 

comfort me.

Psalm 23:4

How can we encourage people who are lonely or struggling? The more 
we learn about who God is, the better we can understand how to serve 
others.

“The God who says, “I am he who comforts you” (Is 51:12) often 
uses the body of Christ to provide his comfort…We always 

encouraged people to see God as their Shelter and Refuge. After 
all, we were there on His behalf, helping to provide them with 
shelter and refuge. Marian in the Philippines [rescued out of 

human trafficking] saw God as Redeemer, Comforter, and Savior 
after his people came to redeem, comfort, and save her. When 

Jesus uses your hands to distribute food to a hungry family, you 
help them see God as the Lord Who Provides. When you stand 
with a persecuted refugee in court, she discovers that God is a 

Loving Ally and Advocate.” 

Chris Sicks, Tangible, page 76–77
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Think
• How does Psalm 23:4 offer a promise for people who are suffering?

• What are some of the names and attributes of God that offer hope 
for us and our neighbors who are lonely, hurting, and in need? 

Pray
• That God would use us to comfort people experiencing loss and 

loneliness in our church and neighborhoods. 

• That God would use us to provide relief for individuals and 
families struggling with poverty.

• For families with children in the Safe Families program--a ministry 
that helps children and families in crisis with temporary shelter--
to find wholeness and relief.

• For women being mentored through the SweetWater program, 
a ministry to at-risk mothers and kids that meets monthly at 
Redeemer.

Engage
• Sign up to visit the widows, elderly, and sick members of our 

congregation.

• Volunteer at Shepherd Community Center, a ministry working to 
break the cycle of poverty on the Eastside, to read to or mentor 
kids, or to pack food bags for families who are hungry. www.
shepherdcommunity.org

• Work with SweetWater to offer rides, make a meal, mentor, or 
serve women in need. 

• Donate gently used or new kids clothing, school supplies, 
and toiletries to Kingdom’s Kloset [www.handsofhopein.org/
kingdoms-kloset].
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W E E K  3 :  S E R V I C E  A N D  M E R C Y            

D A Y  3  :  H O W  C A N  W E  S E R V E  P E O P L E  W I T H 
  S A C R I F I C I A L  G E N E R O S I T Y ?

Serving others takes a lot out of us. It demands our time, our resources, 
our emotional bandwidth, and our personal space. Mercy ministry is 
not easy. To truly love others tangibly, with open hearts and humility, 
we can’t rely on our own strength.

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 

naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was 
in prison and you came to me…Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.

Matthew 25:35–36, 40

Scripture tells us that serving others is an act of service to Jesus, 
who poured Himself out to give us life. As we begin to understand 
the astonishing generosity of God toward us—giving us life and 
salvation even when we hated him—we can’t help but show that kind of 
supernatural generosity to others.

“Generosity surprises people. In a world that pursues the 
self-centered goals of wealth, comfort, and fame, altruism can 
get people’s attention. The world is self-absorbed and expects 

everyone to be the same, so when believers adopt disabled 
children, tithe during a recession, and pour themselves out for 

others, people take notice.” 

Chris Sicks, Tangible, page 48
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Think
• How can Matthew 25:35–36 and 40 motivate us to serve others 

with radical generosity?

• How should Christians evidence generosity differently than the 
world does? 

Pray
• That we would have hearts open to the needs around us.

• That we would serve Jesus through serving others in radical, 
sacrificial ways.

• That we would be known for counter-cultural, surprising, selfless 
generosity.

Engage
• Give generously of your time, skills, space, and resources.

• Get involved in Redeemer’s meal ministry to help feed people who 
are struggling, suffering, and in need.

• Invest deeply in the lives of people who are marginalized by age, 
chronic or severe illness, incarceration, or poverty.
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W E E K  4 :  R A D I C A L  H O S P I T A L I T Y            

D A Y  1  :  W H A T  D O E S  M E R C Y  M I N I S T R Y  L O O K 
  L I K E  I N  M Y  H O M E ?

To really do mercy in your neighborhood, you’ll probably have to go 
beyond the friendly wave and casual chat. Being the hands and feet of 
Jesus on your street and in your city calls for a more radical approach.

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and 

to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 

naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?

Isaiah 58:6–7

Author Rosaria Butterfield points out that Christians have always been 
called to “radically ordinary hospitality.” We’re called to reach out to 
our neighborhoods with everyday openness and availability that goes 
beyond dinner parties and reciprocal invitations. We’re called to truly 
invite our neighbors in to our lives.

“God calls us to practice hospitality as a daily way of life, not as 
an occasional activity when time and finances allow. Radically 
ordinary hospitality means this: God promises to put the lonely 
in families (Ps 68:6), and he intends to use your house as living 

proof.” 

Rosaria Butterfield, The Gospel Comes With a House Key, 
page 37

Our neighbors need humble, open, safe people and places. To be 
merciful as God is merciful may require a more radical definition of 
neighboring, hospitality, and involvement.
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Think
• What kind of hospitality do you currently practice? What are the 

limitations you feel on your hospitality? Time? Resources? Space?

• Read Isaiah 58:6–7. How does God define hospitality? 

• What do you think about the term “radically ordinary hospitality?” 
What might that look like for you, your roommates, your family, or 
your community group? 

Pray
• That we would be visible testimonies in our neighborhoods: good 

neighbors, known for being safe, reliable, and available.

• For Gospel outreach to our neighbors—mercy in word and deed.

• That the Holy Spirit would give us hearts for radical hospitality.

Engage
• Invite neighbors over for a casual, everyday meal.

• Open your home to kids in the neighborhood.

• Establish a regular time when you have people from your 
neighborhood over—without making it a special event or 
expecting them to reciprocate.

• Invite an International Student or Refugee family to celebrate 
Thanksgiving with you [www.indyinternationals.org].
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W E E K  4 :  R A D I C A L  H O S P I T A L I T Y            

D A Y  2  :  H O W  S H O U L D  W E  R E S P O N D  T O 
  H O M E L E S S N E S S  A N D  H O U S I N G 
  I S S U E S ?

Homelessness, evictions, and substandard housing are part of the 
daily lives of many of our neighbors across the city. The issues are 
complicated, and solutions are complex, yet as a church we are called 
to show mercy to those in need, even when that means sacrificing our 
time and comfort.

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and 

to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 

naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?

Isaiah 58:6–7

Part of Redeemer’s mercy ministry includes offering immediate care 
to people in crisis and serving alongside organizations and programs 
dedicated to housing issues. Some of our members serve as Safe 
Families and foster families, providing a temporary home to children 
in crisis.

“The persistence and brutality of American poverty 
can be disheartening, leaving us cynical about solutions. 
But…a good home can serve as the sturdiest of footholds. 

When people have a place to live, they become better 
parents, workers, and citizens.” 

Matthew Desmond, Evicted, page 295
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Think
• Considering Isaiah 58:6–7, how might our call to “radically 

ordinary hospitality” extend to our homeless neighbors or those 
whose housing situations are insecure? 

Pray
• That God would show us tangible ways to bring wholeness to 

people and families caught in housing crises like homelessness, 
eviction, and unaffordable or substandard housing.

• For humility to see our own resources as gifts of mercy, so that we 
can serve our neighbors with respect and dignity as image bearers 
of God.

• That God would provide safe living conditions for individuals and 
families in our city.

• For discernment to know if God is calling you or your family to 
foster children in need of a home.

Engage
• Serve a meal at Wheeler Mission with your roommates, 

community group, or family [www.wheelermission.org].

• Volunteer with Wheeler’s mentoring programs for homeless men, 
women, and children.

• Look into Safe Families and/or foster care [www.indianapolis.
safefamilies.org].
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W E E K  4 :  R A D I C A L  H O S P I T A L I T Y            

D A Y  3  :  H O W  C A N  W E  O B E D I E N T L Y 
  L O V E  T H E  S O J O U R N E R S 
  I N  O U R  C I T Y ?

Love the sojourner, therefore, 
for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

Deuteronomy 10:19

Throughout the Old Testament, God reminds the Israelites to show 
love and mercy to outsiders, remembering their own former status 
as refugees and slaves. Many of us can identify with the alienation of 
being new to a group and unsure of our role or status. Because God
graciously made us part of his family, we should have that same 
attitude of mercy toward those who are sojourners in our own city.

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 

grows into a holy temple in the Lord.

Ephesians 2:19–21

Who is the sojourner? Who are the strangers and aliens? Our city 
is home to refugees and immigrants—including unaccompanied 
children being fostered while their status is being determined—
students away from home, and people relocating here for school, work, 
or other opportunities. We have a tremendous opportunity to offer 
love, hope, and connection to people who are new to our city. When we 
remember that we were once outsiders that now enjoy membership in 
the family of God, we have the compassion to show radical hospitality.

“A pursuit to diversify is always a worthwhile endeavor. It sends 
a message to the world, which includes your neighbor, that you 

are willing to love others as you love yourself. Pursuing those 
different from us allows us the chance to go to war against the 

sin of partiality (James 2:9)”

Trillia Newbell, United, page 13324



Think
• How does our role as former strangers and aliens give us 

compassion for people who are new and unconnected?

• What does radical hospitality look like for refugees, immigrants, 
students, and other people who are new to our city? 

Pray
• For immigrants and refugees in our city to hear the Gospel and 

see God’s love and mercy in tangible ways. That they would find 
meaningful work and connection in our city.

• For students and those who recently moved to our city to find 
deep connection here.

• For unaccompanied children in foster care to tangibly see the love 
of God, to know his comfort, and to be reunited with their parents 
or guardians.

• For Redeemer families who foster unaccompanied refugee 
children, other children, or who are adopting to have patience, 
grace, and energy to show God’s love and mercy to the children in 
their care.

Engage
• Contact Bethany Christian Services to learn about how to foster 

refugee children separated from their parents or how to offer 
respite care. [www.bethany.org]

• Help families fostering unaccompanied children handle logistics 
like driving kids to Bethany Christian Services for school, 
counseling, and doctor’s appointments.

• Donate clothing, school supplies, and toiletries through Bethany 
Christian Services’ Amazon list, or to Kingdom’s Kloset. 

• [www.handsofhopein.org/kingdoms-kloset] 

• Get to know a college student through Redeemer’s new Campus 
Outreach ministry. Have coffee, invite them to lunch after church, 
have them over to hang out.

• Welcome new families in your neighborhood with a meal, invite 
them to your home for coffee, open your yard to their kids, and get 
to know them.
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W E E K  5 :  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T           

D A Y  1  :  H O W  C A N  W E  W A L K 
  W I T H  N E I G H B O R S  I N  P O V E R T Y ?

As with so many aspects of mercy ministry, poverty is a complex 
topic. Our friends at Shepherd Community Center define poverty as 
a cycle, often generational, with multiple components ranging from 
physical and emotional health to educational opportunity and social 
connection. At Redeemer, we work with people in varying degrees of 
financial instability, offering relief and counseling as part of our calling 
to humility, generosity, and mercy.

Open your mouth for the mute, 
for the rights of all who are destitute. 
Open your mouth, judge righteously, 

defend the rights of the poor and needy.

Proverbs 31:8–9

Because it’s such a huge issue and subject to many social taboos, it can 
be hard to know how to engage with people in financial crisis. We have 
to work to overcome our own pride and self-sufficiency so that we can 
walk well with others. And, as we use discernment to provide relief that 
gives dignity and hope to our neighbors, we remember that the Gospel 
is the source of our hope and generosity.

“Sure, God will lift our souls to heaven when we die, but that’s 
a far cry from believing that he miraculously intervenes to 

lift entire communities out of poverty right now. And healing 
the land? Today? Really? The fact that we’re so skeptical 

underscores the core of the problem mentioned earlier: We need 
to be transformed by being immersed every moment of every day 

in God’s story of change.” 

Brian Fikkert and Kelly Kapic, Becoming Whole
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Think
• What does Proverbs 31:8–9 exhort us to do? 

• What does it mean—in concrete, real-life terms—to speak for the 
rights of the voiceless and the poor and needy? 

Pray
• That God would bring economic wholeness to our city and church 

families.

• That we would have wisdom and grace to counsel people well.

• For individuals and families who are struggling financially.

Engage
• Read about poverty and how to help others without causing harm 

in the resources listed at the back of this booklet.

• Serve as a financial counselor through Redeemer’s deacon team.

• Get involved with the SweetWater mentoring program for women 
with children in Safe Families. Support women in crisis, offer rides, 
or make a meal for group meetings.    
[www.indianapolis.safefamilies.org]

• Find a way to use your vocational calling to provide other people 
with connections education, and opportunities.
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W E E K  5 :  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T           

D A Y  2  :  H O W  C A N  W E  B U I L D  I N T O 
  T H E  L I V E S  O F  C H I L D R E N 
  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y ?

“The value of human life, to God, 
is inherent (who we are—image bearers), 

not instrumental (what we are able to do and accomplish).”

Rosaria Butterfield, The Gospel Comes with a House Key, pg 59

At Redeemer, we affirm the value of each person, regardless of age 
or culture, as an image-bearer of God. One way our congregation 
reaches out to the community is through our New Star Community 
ministry at 16 Park Apartments near our church building. With after-
school tutoring, worship and youth group connections, and monthly 
community dinners, New Star seeks to build connection, education, 
and spiritual growth among the kids at 16 Park and their families.

But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 19:14

Serving as a tutor at New Star is a great way to tangibly serve children 
in our community. Other ways to connect include helping out with 
educational outings, cultural events, and college visits for older 
students.
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Think
• What does being made in the image of God imply about our 

worth?

• What does Matthew 19:14 tell us about the way Jesus views 
children, even the ones who aren’t part of our own nuclear family? 

Pray
• That New Star would be a safe and welcoming space for the 

kids at 16 Park, and a joyful way to build community and 
understanding between diverse cultures and backgrounds.

• For the hearts of the children who attend New Star to be open to 
the Gospel.

• That kids would come to New Star who need tutoring or 
mentoring.

• For the families of the kids who attend the after-school tutoring 
program.

• For New Star’s regular volunteers to have energy to serve and to 
grow in their faith as they build relationships with the kids and 
families at 16 Park.

Engage
• Volunteer to tutor at New Star’s after school program. Email 

Caroline Fridblom [caroline@redeemindy.org].

• Sponsor, help with, or attend a monthly dinner—as an individual, 
family, or community group.

• Donate supplies through New Star’s Amazon wish list. 
[redeemindy.org/mercy/newstar]

• Give to New Star’s enrichment fund for field trips, outings, and 
other goals.

• Write letters of encouragement to New Star kids and volunteers.
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W E E K  5 :  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T           

D A Y  3  :  H O W  C A N  W E  C O N N E C T  P E O P L E 
  T O  J E S U S  W H O  I S  B R I N G I N G 
  W H O L E N E S S  T O  O U R  C I T Y ?

In our culture, it’s all too easy to congratulate ourselves for our 
accomplishments and self-sufficiency, forgetting that every blessing 
we have—of birth, ability, connection, success, and resources—comes 
from God.

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it.

Psalm 24:1

If all we have is God’s, then we are called to be stewards of our 
blessings and resources, using them freely to show mercy to others.

Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her 
daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but 

did not aid the poor and needy.

Ezekiel 16:49

But how can we aid the poor and needy in a way that brings wholeness 
and dignity, not dependence and condescension? We look for ways to 
move past relief to development.

“Relief is done to or for people, 
while development is done with people.” 

Brian Fikkert, From Dependence to Dignity, page 139

There is a time and place for relief, such as in situations of immediate 
crisis. But generally speaking, we want to walk with people in the 
process of development toward long-term stability. One way we do this 
is through individual development grants. Designed to fund things 
that have a significant impact on a person’s life and financial security, 
these grants help people pay for training, cover expenses standing in 
the way of independence, or retire a debt that makes saving difficult. 
These grants are part of ongoing counseling and support.30



Think
• What does Psalm 24:1 have to say about our mindset toward our 

lifestyle and achievements?

• How could your own vocational and other gifts impact individual 
and community development? 

Pray
• That God would bring spiritual, emotional, and economic 

wholeness to our city and church families.

Engage
• Serve on the development grant committee with the deacon 

finance team.

• Use your gifts to promote individual and community 
development.
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C O N C L U S I O N

M A K I N G  M E R C Y  A  F O C U S 
T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  Y E A R

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 

saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2: 4–10

God’s mercy toward us motivates, energizes, and enables us to 
do mercy ministry in our homes, neighborhoods, workplaces, and 
throughout the city. The work is vast, and can be difficult, but Jesus 
promises us that since we are grafted in to his family, we can bear 
much fruit.

I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, 

he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing. 

John 15:5

We encourage you to be in ongoing prayer about the many needs 
listed in this booklet and that God brings across your path. And we 
hope that you will find a way to tangibly show mercy by plugging 
in to one of the myriad ways God is at work in our church, our 
neighborhoods, and our city. 

Redeemer’s deacon team welcomes anyone interested in mercy 
ministry! Our next training happens in January. Contact [deacons@
redeemindy.org] to sign up or learn more about mercy work at 
Redeemer.
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D E A C O N  T E A M  A N N U A L  B U D G E T

See page 1 for a full description of each of these committees. 33



R E S O U R C E S
If you’re looking for more information or further inspiration toward mercy 
ministry, these resources are a good place to start.

Justice and Reconciliation
• Dear White Christians, Jennifer Harvey

• Divided by Faith, Michael Emerson and Christian Smith

• Generous Justice: How God’s Grace Makes Us Just, Tim Keller

• Heal Us, Emmanuel, Doug Serven, ed.

• I’m Still Here, Austin Channing Brown

• Pursuing Justice, Ken Wytsma

• Roadmap to Reconciliation, Brenda Salter McNeil

• The Color of Compromise, Jemar Tisby

• United: Captured by God’s Vision for Diversity, Trillia Newbell

Homelessness, Housing, and Physical Needs
• Evicted, Matthew Desmond

• Kingdom’s Kloset, donations of gently used clothing for kids in Safe 
Families and unaccompanied minors fostered through Bethany 
Christian Services www.handsofhopein.org/kingdoms-kloset

Poverty and Development

• * Becoming Whole: Why the Opposite of Poverty Isn’t the American 
Dream, Brian Fikkert and Kelly Kapic

• From Dependence to Dignity: How to Alleviate Poverty Through 
Church-Centered Microfinance, Brian Fikkert

• Restoring At-Risk Communities, John M. Perkins, editor

• Shepherd Community Center, working to end generational poverty 
https://www.shepherdcommunity.org/10assets/

Prison and Re-Entry Ministry
• Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson

• Rethinking Incarceration: Advocating for Justice that Restores, 
Dominique DuBois Gilliard

• The New Jim Crow, Michelle Alexander

• Brookside Community Church, programs to mentor and serve people 
in re-entry.  www.bccindy.org
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Radical Hospitality
• A Meal with Jesus, Tim Chester

• * Neighborhology, David Apple

• Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition, 
Christine Pohl

• Plugged In, Daniel Strange

• The Art of Neighboring, Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon

• The Gospel Comes with a House Key, Rosaria Butterfield

• Safe Families, supporting families and children in crisis with short-
term fostering and mentoring through its Sweet Water program www.
indianapolis-safe-families.org

Refugees and Immigrants
• Bethany Christian Services, foster care for unaccompanied refugee 

children. www.bethany.org

• Coalition for our Immigrant Neighbors
www.coalitionforourimmigrantneighbors.org

• National Immigrant Justice Center. www.immigrantjustice.org

• Neighborhood Christian Legal Clinic, Indianapolis
www.nclegalclinic.org

• Indy Internationals. www.indyinternationals.org

Vocational Mercy Ministry
• Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart: How to Relate to Those Who Are 

Suffering, Kenneth C. Haugk

• * Helping Without Hurting in Church Benevolence, Steve Corbett and 
Brian Fikkert 

• * Kingdom Calling, Amy Sherman

• * Tangible: Making God Known Through Deeds of Mercy and Words of 
Truth, Chris Sicks

 * Indicates resource available through the Deacon Team. Contact deacons@redeemindy.com to borrow a copy.
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